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Bl World Bank Adjusts Growth Forecasts in Arab Countries

;;;;;

The World Bank cut its growth [
forecast for the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA) region to 3.4
percent this year from its previous
forecast for October. Growth is likely
to continue to recover to 4.15 percent
in 2026.

The bank attributed the cut to
continued production cuts by major
oil producers. The main risks to
the region's growth prospects are
armed conflicts, increased political
uncertainty and unexpected global
policy shifts.

Other risks include rising global inflation and the resulting
tightening of global financial conditions, as well as the increased
frequency of climate events.

Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)

B IMF Lowers Forecast for Egypt's Economic Growth

The International Monetary Fund [
(IMF) abruptly lowered its forecast |
for the Egyptian economy in its [
Global Prospects report for the [
current fiscal year and next.

The IMF forecast growth of 3.6
percent in the fiscal year that began
in July 2024 and ends in June 2025,
compared to its previous forecast of
4.1 percent. The IMF also lowered
its forecast for the next fiscal year
to 4.1 percent from 5.1 percent in its
previous forecast.

The IMF attributed the downgrade
of its growth forecast to foreign
exchange market constraints and foreign exchange shortages. He
expects the recovery to begin to emerge as growth rises to 3.6
percent in the current fiscal year from 2.4 percent last fiscal year
and will continue to accelerate to 4.1 percent the following year.
Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)

Gold Prices Rise Despite Easing Tensions in the Middle
East

Gold prices rose in early trading
on Monday despite the easing of
tension in the Middle East and amid
investors awaiting the inauguration
of US President Donald Trump
and the clarification of the new
administration's  policies. Trump's
policies on tariffs are expected to
increase inflation and ignite trade
wars, which may boost demand for
safe-haven assets.

The price of gold rose in spot trading
by 0.13 percent to $ 2,705.14 an
ounce. U.S. gold futures fell 0.03
percent to $2,747.80 an ounce.
Among other precious metals, silver fell in spot trading 0.7 percent
to $30.13 an ounce. Palladium fell 0.3 percent to $944.25 an ounce
and platinum fell 0.2 percent to $940.05 an ounce.

Source (CNBC Arabia Website, Edited)
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2025/01/19/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586%25D9%2583-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2584%25D9%258A-%25D9%258A%25D8%25B9%25D8%25AF%25D9%2584-%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D9%2582%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2585%25D9%2588-%25D9%2584%25D9%2584%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2584-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B9%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A8%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9-%25D9%2581%25D9%258A-%25D9%258A%25D9%2586%25D8%25A7%25D9%258A%25D8%25B1
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2025/01/19/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586%25D9%2583-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2584%25D9%258A-%25D9%258A%25D8%25B9%25D8%25AF%25D9%2584-%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D9%2582%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2585%25D9%2588-%25D9%2584%25D9%2584%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2584-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B9%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A8%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9-%25D9%2581%25D9%258A-%25D9%258A%25D9%2586%25D8%25A7%25D9%258A%25D8%25B1
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2025/01/19/%25D8%25B5%25D9%2586%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2582-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2582%25D8%25AF-%25D9%258A%25D9%2583%25D8%25B4%25D9%2581-%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A8-%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AE%25D9%2581%25D9%258A%25D8%25B6-%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D9%2582%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA%25D9%2587-%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2585%25D9%2588-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D9%2582%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B5%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25B5%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2025/01/19/%25D8%25B5%25D9%2586%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2582-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2582%25D8%25AF-%25D9%258A%25D9%2583%25D8%25B4%25D9%2581-%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A8-%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AE%25D9%2581%25D9%258A%25D8%25B6-%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D9%2582%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA%25D9%2587-%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2585%25D9%2588-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D9%2582%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B5%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25B5%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/133131/2025/20/01/%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%25D9%2581%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B9-%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B3%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B0%25D9%2587%25D8%25A8-%25D8%25B1%25D8%25BA%25D9%2585-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25D8%25AD%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D9%2581%25D9%258A-%25D9%2585%25D9%2586%25D8%25B7%25D9%2582%25D8%25A9-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B4%25D8%25B1%25D9%2582-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D9%2588%25D8%25B3%25D8%25B7
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/133131/2025/20/01/%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%25D9%2581%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B9-%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B3%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B0%25D9%2587%25D8%25A8-%25D8%25B1%25D8%25BA%25D9%2585-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25D8%25AD%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D9%2581%25D9%258A-%25D9%2585%25D9%2586%25D8%25B7%25D9%2582%25D8%25A9-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B4%25D8%25B1%25D9%2582-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D9%2588%25D8%25B3%25D8%25B7
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/133131/2025/20/01/%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%25D9%2581%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B9-%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B3%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B0%25D9%2587%25D8%25A8-%25D8%25B1%25D8%25BA%25D9%2585-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586%25D8%25AD%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D9%2581%25D9%258A-%25D9%2585%25D9%2586%25D8%25B7%25D9%2582%25D8%25A9-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B4%25D8%25B1%25D9%2582-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D9%2588%25D8%25B3%25D8%25B7

B Qatar's GDP Expected to Grow to $217 Billion in 2025

Trading  Economics  predicted
a qualitative leap for the Qatari
economy this year, reaching a level of
$217.05 billion by the end of 2025, to
increase to $ 221.82 billion in 2026,
and reach $ 226.7 billion by 2027.
Qatari  Finance Minister Ali bin
Ahmed Al-Kuwari predicted that the [
average GDP growth during the years g
until 2030 will exceed about 4 percent
annually, pointing out that "these
percentages are high and among
the best in the world, and reflect the
sustainability of the growth of the Qatari economy."

Qatar's GDP grew by 1.7 percent in 2024, and non-hydrocarbon
output by 1.9 percent. Hydrocarbon output growth was 1.4 percent.
Inflation is expected to stabilize at 2 percent over the medium
term, reaching 1.3 percent through September.

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)

B Oman Shields its Budget from Oil Price Shocks

The Sultanate of Oman approved the
2025 budget, amid the government's
keenness to avoid global oil shocks,
promote economic reforms and
control prices to ensure the stability
of the economy, and increase social
support allocations to the most needy.
The approved budget allocated 40 =
percent of total spending to social gy
and basic sectors such as education, #
health, and housing, reflecting
the government's commitment to
improving the standard of living of
citizens. The general state budget
for 2025 estimated revenues at 11.18
billion riyals (about 29 billion dollars). Revenues depend a lot on
oil revenues by more than 50 percent and gas by about 16 percent,
as oil and gas revenues constitute more than 70 percent of total
revenues, while spending is estimated at 11.8 billion riyals, with
an estimated deficit of about 620 million riyals, equivalent to 5.5
percent of total revenues.

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)

World Bank Expects Tunisia's Economy to Grow by 2.2
Percent in 2025

The World Bank predicted that
Tunisia's economic growth will rise to
2.2 percent by the end of this year and
reach 2.3 percent in 2026, supported
by better external financing prospects.
The World Bank report showed that
Tunisia's economic growth rate will
rise to 2.2 percent in 2025 from 1.2 |
percent last year. According to the =
World Bank, continued drought |
conditions and weak domestic ¥
demand contributed to a slowdown !
in Tunisia's economic recovery in
2024 compared to previous forecasts.
The World Bank cut its forecast
for economic growth across the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) region for this year to 3.4 percent for the current year,
versus a more optimistic forecast in its October report, with the
financial institution expecting the region's economy to grow by
3.8 percent this year.

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)
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https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D9%2582%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586%25D9%2585%25D9%2588-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AC-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25AD%25D9%2584%25D9%258A-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D8%25B7%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A-%25D8%25A5%25D9%2584%25D9%2589-217-%25D9%2585%25D9%2584%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D9%2581%25D9%258A-2025
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D9%2582%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586%25D9%2585%25D9%2588-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AC-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25AD%25D9%2584%25D9%258A-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D8%25B7%25D8%25B1%25D9%258A-%25D8%25A5%25D9%2584%25D9%2589-217-%25D9%2585%25D9%2584%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D9%2581%25D9%258A-2025
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%25D8%25B9%25D9%258F%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586-%25D8%25AA%25D9%258F%25D8%25AD%25D8%25B5%25D9%2586-%25D9%2585%25D9%2588%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B2%25D9%2586%25D8%25AA%25D9%2587%25D8%25A7-%25D9%2585%25D9%2586-%25D8%25B5%25D8%25AF%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B3%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2581%25D8%25B7
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%25D8%25B9%25D9%258F%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D9%2586-%25D8%25AA%25D9%258F%25D8%25AD%25D8%25B5%25D9%2586-%25D9%2585%25D9%2588%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B2%25D9%2586%25D8%25AA%25D9%2587%25D8%25A7-%25D9%2585%25D9%2586-%25D8%25B5%25D8%25AF%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B3%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2581%25D8%25B7
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586%25D9%2583-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2584%25D9%258A-%25D9%258A%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D9%2582%25D8%25B9-%25D9%2586%25D9%2585%25D9%2588-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D9%2582%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B5%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D9%2586%25D8%25B3%25D9%258A-%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A9-22-%25D9%2581%25D9%258A-2025
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/economy/%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586%25D9%2583-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AF%25D9%2588%25D9%2584%25D9%258A-%25D9%258A%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D9%2582%25D8%25B9-%25D9%2586%25D9%2585%25D9%2588-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A7%25D9%2582%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B5%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AF-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D9%2588%25D9%2586%25D8%25B3%25D9%258A-%25D8%25A8%25D9%2586%25D8%25B3%25D8%25A8%25D8%25A9-22-%25D9%2581%25D9%258A-2025

B Oil Prices Increase as Global Supply Worries Grow

Oil prices recovered, as supply concerns persisted after Washington
imposed two packages of sanctions on Russia's energy sector over
the past two weeks over the war in Ukraine.

Brent crude futures rose 34 cents, or 0.4 percent, to $81.13 a barrel,
after closing down (.62 percent in the previous session.

West Texas Intermediate crude futures, which expire on Tuesday,
rose 59 cents, or 0.8 percent, after falling 1.02 percent at settlement
on Friday. The most active contracts for April rose 36 cents to
$77.75 a barrel.

Source (Al-Arabiya.net Website, Edited)
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/oil-and-gas/2025/01/20/%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AA%25D9%2581%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B9-%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B3%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2586%25D9%2581%25D8%25B7-%25D9%2585%25D8%25B9-%25D8%25AA%25D8%25B2%25D8%25A7%25D9%258A%25D8%25AF-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2582%25D9%2584%25D9%2582-%25D8%25A8%25D8%25B4%25D8%25A3%25D9%2586-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D8%25B9%25D8%25B1%25D9%2588%25D8%25B6-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B9%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2585%25D9%258A
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